
College Checklist for Seniors

SENIOR NAME: ___________________

Fall Semester (Year: ______)

August

_____Review your schedule and make sure you are enrolled in challenging classes for your Senior Year, including Honors and AP classes, that will help prepare you for the University. 
_____  Complete your academic resume.  Make copies of it to give to the people you are going to ask to write your letters of recommendations.  Make sure to give them plenty of time to write these letters.  The earlier you ask them the better.  Make copies of the final letters.

_____  Begin to work on your college essay.  You will go through many drafts of your essay.  Give yourself time!  You will want to write this essay because many times you can tweak it and then can use it for scholarship applications.
September

E-MAIL

___All colleges want you to apply for college online.  They also prefer to communicate with you online.  If you don’t already have a professional e-mail account, create one NOW!  Consider getting a “college/job” specific e-mail address such as, jmarshrussell@gmail.com.  (Go to yahoo.com, gmail.com or hotmail.com to create a free professional email account.

___ Check your e-mail every one to two days.  Colleges will e-mail you important information and deadlines—so don’t blow it by not checking your email.  You can access your e-mail in libraries, and at home.

TESTING

___ Sign up for your final SAT and ACT tests.  Seniors can take the September, October, November and December tests and still be eligible for college purposes.  Sign up for the SAT online at www.collegeboard.com.  Make sure you create an account with College Board/ACT, so you can quickly access your scores and practice for the test.

___ After you have crated a free College Board account. Note your username and password hint here.
Username: _________________  password hint: ____________

___ Create a free ACT account at www.actstudent.org.  Note your ACT username and a password hint here.  Username: ______________ password hint: ____________

___Based on the program you will be entering, go to the website below to see if you will need to take the SAT II.  If so, take the SAT II Subject Tests: http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/freshman/requirements/examination-requirement/SAT-subject-tests/index.html
___ Have your scores sent to the colleges you wish to apply.

___ Have your scores sent to Novato High School so they can be posted on your transcripts.
ACT TEST DATES 2013-2014 
	TEST DATE 
	REGISTRATION DEADLINE 
	(LATE FEE REQUIRED) 

	September 21, 2013   
	August 23, 2013
	August 24-sept 6, 2013

	October 26, 2013 
	September 27, 2013
	September 28 - October 11, 2013 

	December 14, 2013 
	November 8, 2013
	November 3-16, 2012 

	February 8, 2014
	January 10, 2014
	January 12-18, 2013 

	April 12, 2014
	March 7, 2014
	March 9-22, 2013 

	June 14, 2014 
	May 9, 2014
	May 4-17, 2013 


SAT TEST DATES 2013-2014 
	TEST DATE 
	REGISTER BY DATE 
	LATE REGISTRATION 

	October 5, 2013 
	September 6, 2013 
	September 20, 2013 

	November 2, 2013 
	October 3, 2013
	October 18, 2013

	December 7, 2013 
	November 3, 2013
	November 22, 2013

	January 25, 2014 
	December 27, 2013 
	January 10, 2014 

	March 8, 2014 
	February 7, 2014
	February 21, 2014

	May 4, 2013 
	April 4, 2014
	April 18, 2014

	June 1, 2013 
	May 9, 2014 
	May 23, 2014


COLLEGE 

___ Talk to your counselor about college plans, financial aid options, and to review your transcript.

___ Start researching college options: 

· University of California (UC): www.ucop.edu/pathways/ or http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/undergraduate.html
· California State Universities (CSU): www.csumentor.edu
· Private/Independent colleges in California: www.aiccu.edu
FINANCIAL AID

____ Begin looking for and applying for scholarships.  Use online scholarship search engines to discover many Internet based scholarships.  Give yourself plenty of time to write scholarship essays and gather letters of recommendation.

· www.fastweb.com
· www.finaid.com
· www.petersons.com
· www.scholarships.com
October

___ You can officially apply for the California State Universities starting October 1st!!
___ If you are interested in the CSU system, and are low-income and first in your family to go to college (your parents did not attend a 4 year university), you will want to apply for the Educational Opportunity Program.  EOP is a FREE program that will help you throughout your college years with financial aid, tutoring, academic help, and mentoring.  To apply for EOP, you must fill out an EOP application.  Print one from the Internet at www.calstate.edu/ar/eop.  Deadlines for EOP vary by CSU.  Get them done as close to November 30th as possible.  Some CSU’s extend their EOP deadlines until March 31st, but get them done sooner than later, because space is limited!!

___ Visit colleges you are interested in applying to.  Set up a college interview to get an inside look at the colleges that interest you.  Be sure to come prepared with some thoughtful questions.

___ Talk to your counselor about local scholarships that match your skills and interests.

__ Start working on essays for applications and if possible scholarships.  

___ Have several people proofread your essays.

November

___ You can officially apply for the University of California System staring November 1st!!
___ November 30th APPLICATION DEADLINE FOR UC’s and Impacted CSU’s!

___ Check with Independent private universities to find their specific deadlines.  Note the deadlines below.



College: ____________________________ Deadline: _________________



College: ____________________________ Deadline: _________________



College: ____________________________ Deadline: _________________



College: ____________________________ Deadline: _________________



College: ____________________________ Deadline: _________________

December

___ Work on scholarship essays, study hard, and relax during the holidays.

Spring Semester: (Year: _____)

January

____  Get a pin number at www.pin.ed.gov  Pin numbers function as your “electronic signature.”  If you plan to file your FAFSA online your parents will need a pin number too.

____ You must begin filling out your FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid).  By filling out the FAFSA, you can get access to Loans, Scholarships, Grants, and Work-Study at your college of choice. Use your taxes from the past year to estimate this years taxes.
____ All seniors need to fill out a paper FAFSA or an online FAFSA between January 1st and March 2nd.  You will continue to fill out your FAFSA every year that you are in college between January 1st and March 2nd.


Some colleges give more financial aid if you turn in your FAFSA early!!  So turn in your FAFSA as close to January 1st as possible!!

____ Get a paper application online at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

___ FAFSA can be complicated for students, so get help EARLY – Do not wait until the last second to gather your parents’ financial information.  You will need this information to fill out your FAFSA correctly!! (You and your parents should prepare tax returns as early as possible- income and asset figures from your tax returns are needed to complete the FAFSA.)

February
___You will start getting acceptance letters and e-mails from CSU campuses.

___ Reminder: you are accepted conditionally, which means if you don’t pass your classes, especially the a-g requirements, they can reject you.  DON’T SLACK OFF!!

___ There’s still time to apply to thousands of colleges and universities.  Use a College Search at www.collegeboard.com to find schools whose application deadlines have not yet passed.

____ About four weeks after mailing in your FAFSA you’ll receive your Student Aid Report (SAR).  Review it for accuracy.

 ___ Attend a Financial Aid Night with your parents.
March

___ Most private colleges and UC campuses will accept or deny you towards the end of March.  Good luck!!

___ MARCH 2ND IS THE FAFSA DEADLINE!  Don’t miss out!!

__ Visit the campuses you are thinking of attending.  Spending time on campus allows you to determine if a school is a good match for you.

___ You will start being offered financial aid packages from various universities.  Often times universities will offer you very different amounts of money.  Look at what they are offering you closely.  This will help you make your decisions as to where you want to go to college. Use the Compare Your Aid Awards tool at collegeboard.com to do a side-by-side comparison.

___ Once you know where you want to go to college, you will need to ACCEPT your financial aid package, which includes understanding the loan process, and filling out related paperwork.

April

___ Once you know where you want to attend college, you must notify the university.  All universities require you to fill out a “Statement of Intent to Register” or “SIR”.  Your acceptance letters will include this information.  UC SIR deadline is MAY 1st.

___ You should also start to figure out your housing options.  Some universities have limited housing, so go online to your first choice university, and start filling out their housing paperwork.  Dorm accommodations vary in price, size, and location, so read this information carefully!!  Ask questions if you are confused.

___ If you’re waitlisted by a college, contact the admission director to reiterate your interest in the school.

___ Look for a great summer opportunity—job, internship, or volunteer position.

May

___ UC’s SIR deadline is May 1st!!
___ Be very attentive to any paperwork or e-mails that you receive from universities or FAFSA.

___ Many students will have to go through a process called VERIFICATION; that’s where your have to provide additional financial information to your universities, to prove your financial aid eligibility.

___ Send thank-you notes to teachers and other mentors who wrote you recommendations or helped with the college application process.

___ Stay on top of your deadlines and prepare for graduation.  Grades still matter!!  Get ready to go to college!!

June

___ Have your final transcript send to your college.

___ Send thank-you notes to scholarship programs that have given you aid.

July and August

___ Notify the financial aid office of your college about any scholarships you’ve been offered.

___ Start packing!
