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Novato High School                                                         AVID 4 - room 3201    


                                                                                                                 
Jennifer Marsh Russell MA, MFT                 jmarshrussell@nusd.org

________________________________________________________________________
Welcome to the AVID 12 Elective.  I am so excited to have the opportunity to be teaching the AVID Elective course.  I am eager to help students finish their personal journey to a 4 year-college through this course and the wonderful resources that it has available to us.  This year’s AVID themed focus is “Leaders as a catalyst for change”.  

This will be my eighth year teaching at Novato High, in addition, I am a licensed therapist and have been practicing therapy for over 15 years.  I look forward to helping each of you explore and discover all the different avenues available through our AVID time together. I believe in the process of learning and hope to inspire the student in each of you.  I believe that every student can be successful in my class as well as in school.  Each of you has the power to decide what type of student you want to be.  By choosing to be AVID students, you are committing to do what it takes to get into college.  Please be prepared to be a college bound student.

AVID is an academic elective, where you will utilize various forms of learning to help enrich and enhance your academic learning experience.  My number one rule in our learning environment is respect.  This will help us create a classroom culture that will be like a sense of family, a hallmark of the AVID program.  I will make myself available to support you as best I can, please utilize me as a resource.  I want you to feel free to have open communication with me.  

Course Goals: 
Grade 9–12

Length 4 years

Prerequisite Middle School AVID and/or interview and application process

CO-Requisite Enrollment in rigorous A-G college preparatory courses

Course Philosophy:
AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is offered as an elective course that prepares students for entrance into four-year colleges. There is an emphasis on analytical writing, preparation for college entrance and placement exams, study skills and test taking, note-taking, and research.

Course Description/Structure:
AVID meets five hours per week. Students receive two hours of instruction per week in college entry skills, two hours per week in tutor-led study groups, and one hour per week in motivational activities and academic survival skills. 

In AVID, students participate in activities that incorporate strategies focused on writing, inquiry, collaboration, and reading to support their academic growth. We will be working on test preparation. Preparation includes instruction in math and English language concepts frequently seen on college entrance tests, as well as practice on “mock” SAT® and ACT exams. In twelfth grade must have taken the SAT or ACT.  Fee waivers are available.  Additionally, all students are required to apply to at least one 4-year university.
AVID students learn skills such as time management, Cornell note-taking, textbook reading, library research, as well as leadership and group cooperative skills. Students are expected to maintain an organized binder, including an assignment calendar, class and textbook notes, assignments, and homework, which is graded regularly.  Students are expected to do all assignments and homework in all their courses.  
On tutorial days, students will work with adult volunteer tutors. Tutors assist students in small groups with academic questions that students bring to tutorial. Students are required to take notes during tutorial, to use class and textbook notes to inform their discussions during tutorial. Tutors help students with the process of learning through inquiry, rather that giving students the answers to their questions. Students learn the value of working with others in tutorial. 

In AVID, students also participate in motivational activities including college and career research, college and career outreach speakers, field trips to colleges and businesses and other educational opportunities in their communities, and service learning experiences. These activities provide students with the resources they need to learn about many positive opportunities available to them in the community that will impact their future.  Students must have 20 hours of community service yearly  in AVID.

Course Objectives: 
1. Students will take courses that meet four-year college entrance requirements.

2. Students will participate in tutorials for academic courses.

3. Students will learn and apply AVID skills, including note-taking, organization, time management, and goal setting.

4. Students will improve their oral communication skills through a variety of activities, including presentation and Socratic Seminar.

5. Students will participate in writing to learn activities, including note-taking, learning logs, and essay writing.

6. Students will learn to evaluate their own and other’s writing, using the rubrics and scoring guides modeled after UC and CSU requirements.

7. Students will prepare for college entrance examinations, including the SAT®, SAT® Subject, and ACT.

8. Students will complete and present a Multi-Grade Level Portfolio of their work in AVID.

Assessment Procedures

AVID students will be assessed using a variety of performance-based assessments. They will be graded not only on the AVID “basics” such as a well-organized notebook, participation in tutorials, and note-taking, but also according to their performance on timed writings, practice college entrance tests, participation in Socratic Seminars, community service participation and other activities. Students are required to develop and present the Multi-Grade Level Portfolio at the end of each year, representing their work in the AVID program       

Portfolio Contents
Portfolio contents may include but not be limited to the following:

1. Grade level writing.

2. Four-year plan.

3. Timed writings with rubrics.

4. Analytical essays with rubrics.

5. Notes taken in content areas.

                        6. Semester reflections.
Text:  We will be using exercises from the following books from the AVID Library:  College and Careers, The Strategies for Success, and High School Writing, 
Progress Reporting:  Grades shall be reported at the end of each progress reporting period for all students.  Progress reports will be mailed home and/or accessible to parents online approximately every five/six weeks.  Whenever a student falls below a C- after the second Progress Report for either semester, the teacher shall arrange a conference with the student’s parent/guardian and/or send a written report.  (Board Policy 5121)
Classroom Policies: 

Grading Scale is approximately:
                        Grading will be based on:

100% - 90%    A
 



Participation- tutorials, Socratic Seminars, and other activities  

89%  -  80%    B




Timed writings, practice tests, and leader group essay project 

79% - 70 %     C




Portfolio’s

69%  -  60%    D




Practice college entry tests


59% - Below   F




AVID Basics (well-organized notebook, note-taking)








                        

Classroom Rules:
Respect:  Respect is the number one rule of this class.  Everyone must be respected to maintain a safe environment.  You and your classmates have the right to feel safe in the classroom.  Respect is essential for the collaborative style of learning we will be utilizing in this class.  Respect your classmates, yourself, the classroom/ school property and me, your teacher.  Failure to show respect will result with consequences such as; being sent with bookwork to another classroom, phone calls to parents, additional work, referrals to office etc….

Collaboration:  AVID is a collaborative effort.  We will work on team building skills in small and larger groups.  It is essential that you participate in all activities.  If you are unable to, please come and see me.

The use of cell phones, iPods or any other portable electronic device is not permitted during class time.  The first time that I see them I will take them.  You and or your parent will need to retrieve them from the office if I have to take them from you.  Cell phones, iPods, etc. may only be used before/after school and during lunch/break.

No food, gum, or drinks in class.  Water is okay.  If caught you will have to pick up trash and or clean off desks as a consequence.

Responsibility:  You are responsible to bring all your class material with you to class each day.  This includes bringing your journal, a writing instruments, your binder and your books.  You must come to tutorials prepared, with TRF’s that show effort and are turned in on time.  Failure to do so will result in consequences and may put you on an AVID academic contract.
If you are absent you must ask another student in class for the homework and or any missed notes.  Being absent does not excuse you from the work (including the journal entry) that we did while you were absent.  See me if you are unable to ask another student.

The bell does not excuse you, I will.  This means that it is not acceptable to pack up your things while I am still teaching.  I will let you know when you can pack up.

No hats, bandanas or head rags are to be worn in class or they will be confiscated and you may pick them up at the end of the day. I expect that you will model appropriate behavior and act like role models for our school.  This means that you will uphold the dress code, the tardy policy as well as show exemplary behavior in your classes.  
You may use the bathroom twice during the semester so please make sure to save these times for when you really need to use the bathroom.  If you have a concern with this policy please see me. 

Grades:  If your grades fall below a C you will be placed on a probationary contract.  We will work together to figure out ways to improve your grade(s).  Your probationary contract will be signed by me, your counselor (Ms. Triantafyllos) and your parents.  It is our goal to help you successfully keep your grades above a C. 

Homework: In AVID the majority of the assignments assigned will be done in class.  If you don’t make good use of your time then it will be homework.  There are a few other activities that will be given as homework.  

Homework is due on the due date that will be posted on the board.  It is your responsibility to write down important dates and to turn in your work on time.  Late work will be marked down.   If you are tardy your homework will be considered late.  Additionally, you are expected to stay on top of all your homework in all other classes.
Classroom Tardies:   My tardy policy is as follows: Tardy is considered 10 minutes late or less.  You are expected to be in your assigned seat when the bell rings, you will be marked tardy if you aren’t.  If you are over 10 minutes late (without a pass) it will be marked as an unexcused absence.  You may also have lunchtime detention if you are tardy to my class.
Supplemental Materials / Media:  We will use a wide variety of learning tools.  They may include music, movies, CD teaching materials, power point presentations, guest speakers as well as lectures.  We will also do activities that help build your leadership skills as well as building the class community.  There will be fieldtrips to visit colleges.  More information will follow.  
Keys to Success: 

Communication is a major key to success in this class.  If you are struggling, confused or need help with something, please come see me, or email me.   My goal is to help you be successful.  

Be prepared for class, and come ready to learn.  That means when the bell rings, you will come in and sit quietly in your assigned seat, take your notebook out and get right to work on the daily warm-up activity which will be written up on the board.  To be successful I will expect you: to do your Cornell notes in each class, to keep up with all homework and class assignments and to keep your binder organized.  You have chosen to be college bound, now it is time to start acting like an academic student who, is in fact, college bound!

Notebooks / Materials:

You will need:

*An AVID binder with pocket inserts.  It should be a good quality, 2-3 inches thick as it will hold all of your other classes in it.  

*5 to 6 colored dividers with tabs to separate each academic class including AVID

*Zipper Pouch to store supplies (a 3-Holed punch heavy duty Ziploc works too)

*2 or more pens

*2 or more sharpened pencils

*Filler paper

*Assignment calendar/planner where you can keep track of each academic class

*Erasers

*Highlighters

*Other items that I will provide for you.

***Please see me immediately if you need help in purchasing your supplies.  You will need these supplies by Monday.
Dear Parents and or Guardian(s):

I want your child to feel comfortable in my class, if you or your child has any concerns, please let me know.  I can always be reached at the school, 898-2125 or by email (my preferred method of communication):  jmarshrussell@nusd.org.

Thank you,

Jennifer Marsh Russell

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




cut and return this portion
***To receive credit you and your parent/guardian must sign and return the bottom portion of this page. ***

I have read the AVID rules and I am committed to following them:

 ______________________________                                      __________________________________

Print Student’s Name
Student Signature

I have read the AVID rules and have discussed them with my child:
____________________________                                      __________________________________
Print Parent’s/Guardian’s Name                                          Parent/Guardian Signature
Parent email address___________________________________  Parent contact number__________________________

Student email address__________________________________  Student contact number__________________________
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